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Advocacy Brief

Increased State Funding for the Operationalization of the Benue State Sexual Assault
Referral Centre (BenSACR)

Background

Sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) remains a major public health and human rights concern in
Benue State, with adolescent girls and young women (AGYW) disproportionately affected. Survivors face
significant barriers in accessing medical care, psychosocial support, and justice due to stigma, limited
awareness, and under-resourced response mechanisms. The Benue State Sexual Assault Referral
Centre(BenSACR) was established to provide comprehensive, survivor-centered services including
emergencymedical care, forensic examination, psychosocial counseling, and legal referrals. Despite its
critical role,BenSACR’s operations remain underfunded and largely donor-dependent, limiting its ability to
provideconsistent, quality, and 24-hour services to survivors across the state.

Problem Statement

While the number of reported SGBV cases in Benue continues to rise, BenSACR’s limited operational
funding constrains its capacity to respond effectively. Without adequate state investment, the centre
cannot fully meet survivors’ needs or coordinate responses across the health, justice, and social sectors.
This gap leaves many survivors particularly AGYW in rural and conflict-affected areas without timely or
comprehensive support.

Advocacy Ask

We call on the Benue State Government, through the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Women Affairs
and Social Development, and the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning, to:

1. Allocate and release dedicated budgetary funding for the full operationalization and sustainability of the
Benue State Sexual Assault Referral Centre (BenSACR), including resources for medical supplies,
forensic kits, PEP, emergency contraception, psychosocial counseling, staff training, and 24-hour service
delivery.

2. Establish and strengthen a multi-sectoral coordination mechanism linking BenSACR with the Police,
Ministry of Justice, FIDA, and community-based organizations to ensure seamless referral, data sharing,
and survivor follow-up.

3. Expand BenSACR services to underserved local government areas through outreach, mobile response
teams, and integration with primary healthcare facilities.

Rationale

BenSACR is central to Benue’s response to SGBV and aligns with Nigeria’s Violence Against Persons
Prohibition Act and the Benue State Gender Policy. Increased state funding will reduce reliance on donor
support and ensure sustainability, survivor protection, and access to justice. A fully functional BenSACR
enhances public trust in government efforts to protect women, girls, and other vulnerable populations.

Expected Outcomes
Fully operational and sustainable BenSACR providing 24-hour survivor-centered care.
* Improved access to justice, healthcare, and psychosocial support for SGBV survivors.

« Strengthened coordination and accountability in the state’s multi-sectoral GBV response.



Key Message

“BenSACR saves lives and restores dignity. Sustained state funding will ensure that no survivor of sexual
violence in Benue State is left without help, hope, or justice.”

Contact for Follow-up
Concerned Women International Development Initiative (CWIDI) Makurdi, Benue State, Nigeria
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